
Director’s Quick Reference Guide
Call Out of Rotation (Laws 29–32)

Call out of 
rotation occurs

Is the call a Pass, a Bid or a X or XX?
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Is the Pass artificial or is it a Pass of partner’s  
artificial call?

See Bid out of RotationSee Pass out of Rotation See X or XX out of 
Rotation

Is the call accepted?*

This option is given to the player next in rotation to 
the call out of rotation. If that player has already 

called then the call out of rotation has been accepted

Yes
Bidding     

continues**
*An inadmissible X or XX 
may never be accepted –

see Law 36B4

**When there are 3 
consecutive passes, one 

of which was an 
accepted pass out of 

rotation see Law 17D3
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No

X or XX

YesNo
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Director’s Quick Reference Guide
Pass Out of Rotation (Law 30)

Call goes back to RHO. 
Offender must pass on their next turn to call, after 

which bidding continues with no further 
restrictions. 
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Call goes back to correct player. Partner can make 
any legal call after which, Offender can make any 

legal call. When that call is a comparable call there is 
no further rectification (there is no UI).  If offender 

makes a call that is not comparable, partner must 
then pass on their next turn to call. (Partner has UI and 

lead restrictions apply if they become defenders)

RHO LHO
(if offender hasn’t already called)

or Partner

The pass out of rotation has not been accepted.
Who’s call was it?

LHO
(if offender has already called)

When a player, having 
previously called, calls at 
their LHO’s turn to call, 

this is considered a 
change of call and Law 

25 applies



Director’s Quick Reference Guide
Bid Out of Rotation (Law 31)

A bid is a call that specifies a number and a denomination, or, for the purposes of this law, a pass with an artificial meaning or a pass of partner’s artificial call.

Call goes back to RHO.  
RHO passes - offender must repeat their bid.  

RHO bids - offender can make any legal call. When 
that call is a comparable call there is no further 

rectification (there is no UI).  If offender makes a call 
that is not comparable, then partner must pass on 

their next turn to call. (Partner has UI and lead restrictions 
apply if they become defenders)
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Call goes back to correct player. Partner can make 
any legal call after which, Offender can make any 

legal call. When that call is a comparable call there is 
no further rectification (there is no UI).  If offender 

makes a call that is not comparable, then partner 
must pass on their next turn to call. (Partner has UI and 

lead restrictions apply if they become defenders)

The bid out of rotation has not been accepted.
Who’s call was it?

When a player, having 
previously called, calls at 
their LHO’s turn to call, 

this is considered a 
change of call and Law 

25 applies

RHO LHO
(if offender hasn’t already called)

or Partner

LHO
(if offender has already called)
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X or XX Out of Rotation (Law 32)

Call goes back to RHO.  
RHO passes - offender must repeat their bid.  

RHO bids - offender can make any legal call. When 
that call is a comparable call there is no further 

rectification (there is no UI).  If offender makes a call 
that is not comparable, then partner must pass on 

their next turn to call. (Partner has UI and lead restrictions 
apply if they become defenders)
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Call goes back to correct player. Partner can make 
any legal call. Offender can make any legal call. 
When that call is a comparable call there is no 

further rectification (there is no UI).  If offender makes 
a call that is not comparable, then partner must 

pass on their next turn to call (Partner has UI and lead 
restrictions apply if they become defenders)

The X or XX out of rotation has not been accepted.*
Who’s call was it?

When a player, having 
previously called, calls at 
their LHO’s turn to call, 

this is considered a 
change of call and Law 

25 applies

*An 
inadmissible 
X or XX may 

never be 
accepted –

see Law 36B4
RHO LHO

(if offender hasn’t already called)

or Partner

LHO
(if offender has already called)


